ACCESS TO THE RIVER THAMES
STEPS, STAIRS AND LANDING PLACES
ON THE TIDAL THAMES
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ACCESS TO THE RIVER THAMES

Steps, stairs and landing places on the tidal Thames

INTRODUCTION

In 1995 the Port of London Authority published a report under the above title, which
i ¢ o n thafirshcemprehensive survey of these facilities , their condition and status and
addresses their usageo.

As a member of the River Thames Societyds Ce
would be useful to compile a similar survey to see waathappened during the last fifteen

year s. Following the PLAGs met hod, | visited
condition and accessibility.

Sites are on listed on a borough basis, covering the fifteen London riparian authorities and the
five in Essex and Kent, working from the tidal limit at Teddington to the Estuary. | tried to
observe sites from the land and river, but this was not always possible due to development or
inaccessibilityr a few | could not trace.

| have not covered thastory or ownership of the access points but it is important to
maintain their status and condition for present and future river users. Information about any
changes would be appreciated in order for the entries to be kept up to date.

Thanks are due ttv¢ PLA, members of the Hurlingham Yacht Club, other RTS members

and to the many people along the way who helped with the project. My wife Jo made sense of
my notes and presented them in an accessible form, as did Francesca Rodel who made up for
my lack ofcomputer skills.

Peter Finch December 2010
44 Hazel Road

London

NW10 5PP

Sailor1057@aol.com

020 8969 9941
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1. Thames Eyot Flats- 2 flights in good condition, access possible through grounds
of flats.

2. Twickenham Embankment (opposite Wharf Lare) - stairs - good condition and
access.

3. Opposite Water Lane- stairs, downstream of bridge to Eel Pie Island, good
condition and access.

4. Twickenham Embankment (opposite BellLane) - stairs - good conditionand
access.

5. Opposite Twickenham Rowing Club- Eel Pie Island- 2 sets stair§ good

condition and access.



6. Barmy Arms - stairsi good condition and access.

7. Twickenham Drawdock - good condition and access.

8. Opposite Ferry Road- drawdock in reasonable conditiongood access.

9. Below White Swan, Twickenham Hard- aka Swan Hard- drawdock, good

condition and access.

10.Twickenham Ferry-poor condi ti on, chain across ent
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11.Marble Hill Park (Upper) - there are two flights of stairs atedge of gardens,
upstream of Hammertonds Ferry, both
12.Marble Hill Park (Middle) - could this be 2nd flight of 11 above? Otherwise, no

trace.
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13.Marble Hill Park (Lower) - stairs opposite path to House, good condition and
access.

14.Petersham Ferry Stairs- good condition and access.

15.Ice Rink Long Steps Upper- good condition and access.

16.Ice Rink Long Steps (Cambridge Gardens) Middle good condition and access.

17.1ce Rink Long Steps (Cambridge Gardens) Lower reasonable condition, good

access.

NB. None of the following are shown on map.

18. Drawdock upstream of Richmond Bridge- good condition and access.

19. Willoughby Road - Drawdock - good condition and access.

20.Duck 6 s W Hleds of Sea Cadet hut is boat slip, with 2 sets of metal steps that
access a footpath, open dawn to dusk.

21.Ranelagh Drive- stairs - good condition and access.

22.Three flights stairs between Richmond Lock Bridge and River Crane good

23.condition (with some vegetation) and access.
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1. Thames Young Mariners- stairs - good condition and access.

2. Opposite Chillingworth Eyot (Swan Island) - stairs - reasonable condition, good

access.

3. Opposite Radnor Gardens- stairs - reasonable condition, good access.

4. Opposite Thames Eyot Flats stairs T good condition and access.

5. Opposite Eel Pie Island stairs i poor condition, good access.

6. Twickenham Ferry Steps- poor condition, some steps broken, good access.
7. Ham Landing Stages good condition and access.

8. Ha mme r t o n éstirsF goodrcgndition and access.

9. Ham House- stairsi good condition and access.
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10. Petersham Drawdock- reasonable condition, good access.

11.Opposite head of Petersham Eyot stairs i good condition and access,

12.Richmond Hole Stairs No.1- good condition and access.

13.Richmond Hole Stairs No.2- good condition and access.

14.Three Pigeons Stairs good condition ard access.

15. Upper Stairs opposite Cambridge Park- good condition and access.

16. Lower Stairs opposite Cambridge Park- good condition and access.

17.Richmond Landing Stage- reasonable condition and good access.
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18.Richmond Bridge Stairs- good condition andaccess.

19. First Slipway below Richmond Bridge- good condition and access.

20.Double Steps below Richmond Bridge good condition and access.

21.SecondSlipway below Richmond Bridge- good condition and access.

22.Water Lane Drawdock - reasonable condition, goodccess.

23.Friars Lane Stairs - good condition and access.

24.Opposite Queensbury House stairs - good condition and access.

25. Asgill House Stairs- good condition and access.

26.St . Ma r g a r stairsd goodcenditioy and access,
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27.Richmond Lock Upper Stairs- good condition and access.
28.Richmond Lock Lower Stairs - good condition and access.

29.New Stairs (twosets)- good condition and access.
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30.Railhead Ferry Stairs - good condition and access from River, overgrown on

bank.

31.Oppositelsleworth Eyot (Upper) - good condition and access.

32.Opposite Isleworth Eyot (Middle) - good condition and access.

33. Opposite Isleworth Eyot (Lower) - good condition and access.

34.Church Ferry Stairs - good condition and access.
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35. Drawkeidge Steps,
Kew Gardens
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35. Drawbridge Steps (KewGardens)- reasonable condition, good access.

36.Riverside Avenue Stairs- good condition and access.
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37.Terells Dock / Ferry Lane- stairs - good condition and access.

m—ggu

Kew Rajlway
- Bridge . /

38. William Raft Steps - good condition and access.

p

Borough of
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37. Terrels DockiFerry Lane
306 ASER3

38. Willam Raft Steps
306 ASE24A

39. 1st sat between
Kew Toll House &
Mortiake Rowing Club
307 AST25

40. Kew Tol House
307 AST25

41. 6 separate fighls between
Kew Tol House & Mortlake
Rawing Club
307 AS/E30

39.First set between Kew Toll House and Mortlake Rowing Club good condition

and access.

40.Kew Toll House’i good condition and access.

41.Six separate flights between Kew Toll House and Mortlake Rowing Club all

good condition and access.
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44. Below Chiswick Bridge
308 AS/EM4
45, Ship Hotel (Mertiake) Stairs
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45, Ship Lane
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47. Bull Akey (Brewery) Drawdock
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48. Queen's Hotal
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' | SEAT 49, Tinder Box Alley (Mortiake) Staire
| | ._ % 308 AS/B43
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42.Mortlake Anglian Rowing Club - stairs - good condition and access.
43. Above Chiswick Bridge- stairs - good condition and access.
44.Below Chiswick Bridge- stairs - good condition and access.

45. Ship Hotel Stairs- good condition and access.

46.Ship Lane- stairs - reasonable condition and access.

47.Bull Alley (Brewery) Drawdock - poor condition, access barred by wall and

boardsi chained and locked.
48.Qu e e n 0 s staito- pawr condition, good access.

49.Tinder Box Alley - stairs - good conditionand access.
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50.Barnes (LEB) - stairs - good condition, but rather overgrown and good access.

51. White Hart Stairs - good condition and access.

52.Opposite ElIm Bank Gardens- stairs - good condition and access.

53.Barnes Terrace Embankment- stairs - good condiion and access.

54. Small Profits Drawdock - good condition and access.
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55. Four separate flights of stairs between Small Profits Drawdock and Chiswick
Ferry Steps- three in good condition, one has broken steps, all good access.
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56. Chiswick Ferry Steps- good condition and access.

57.Two separate flights of stairs between Chiswick Ferry and Round House Stairs
both good condition and access.

58.Round House Stairs- good condition and access.

59. Four separate flights of stairs between RouwhHouse Stairs and Hammersmith
Bridge 1 all good condition and access.
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60. Four separate flights of stairs between Hammersmith Bridge and Harrods
Wharf (although five shown on map)- all good condition and access.

61.Oneflight of stairs attachedtoHa r r o d 6 sgoad lsaaditibn and access.

62.Fiveseparate flights between Ha-bllmed s

not three as on map’ second and third going downstream covered in vegetation.

Others in reasonable condition but all, except the lasdifficult to see from bank.

17

Whar f



HOUNSLOW
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4, Church Ferry Stairs
304 ANM4/141

5. Goat Wharf Stairs
306 ANG/152

6. Smith Hill Drawdock
306 AN/EI156A

7. Pophams Parlour
306 ANME/160A

8. Upper Side Kew Bridge
306 ANIG174

9. Kew Brdge Drawdock
306 ANT/MT6

10. Lower Side of Steam Packet
307 ANATY

11. Bell & Crown P.H. Stairs
307 ANITI80A

12. Opposite 67 Strand on
the Green
307 AN/T/182

1. Lion Wharf - good condition and access.

2. Town Wharf, Isleworth 7 good condition and access; also staifsgood condition,
gate locked.

3. London Apprentice T drawdock i good condition and access.
4. Church Ferry Stairs i good condition and access.

5. Goat Wharf Stairs T good condition and access.

6. Smith Hill Drawdock i good condition and access.

7. Pophams Parlouri stairsi mainly good condition except bottom flight; good
access.

8. Upper Side Kew Bridgei stairsi reasonable condition with good access.

9. Kew Bridge Drawdocki reasonable condition, good access.
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10.Lower Side of Steam Packet stairsi good condition, reasonable access.
11.Bell & Crown PH Stairs T good condition and access.

12.Opposite 67 Strandon-the-Green'i stairs good condition and access.
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13.Ship Inn Stairs i reasonable condition, bottom wooden steps worn; good access.
14.Opposite 53A Strandon-the-Green’ stairsi good condition and access.
15.Opposite 41 Strandon-the-Green’ stairsi goodcondition and access.

16. City Barge PH Stairsi good condition and access.

17.Sailing Club Landing 7 good condition and access.

18.Bul | 6 s He aidopBtép biBkerg goodsaccess.

19. Hopkin Morris Stairs T good condition and access.

20.Opposite 1 Strandon-the-Green’ stairsi good condition and access.

21.Grove Park Drawdock i reasonable condition, good access.
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Borough of
% Hounslow

22. Bewween Chiswick ans

rnes Railway

22.Between Chiswick and Barnes Bridges three flights stairsi good condition and
access.

23.Bandstand Stairsi reasonable condition, gate locked.

24.Lep Wharf (Upper End) 1 stairsi good condition and access with low fence at
top.

25. Chiswick Causewayi good condition and access.

26.Chiswick Drawdock i reasonable condition but overgrown, good access.

20



HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM

. Black Lion Stairs 1 good condition and access.

. Hammersmith Landing i reasonable condition and good access.

.Bi shopbés Par k Upperigdddandition, gatelatkeCa us eway
.Bi shopo6és Par kredsanabk condgibnastep lsroken and gate locked.

. Broomhouse Dravdocki reasonable condition, gate locked but pedestrian access
possible- | eads to gateway to Hurlingham Yacht
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